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- Membership continues to grow with news that
there are three new members about to be
inducted.
- Special General Meeting held on 9 Dec.
- President Elect in 2009/10 will be Chris M
and Junior Vice President will be Jacqui H-B
- Tresurers Report was accepted and at the y
end (30 June 2008):

General Acct : £3194.24

Charity Acct: £12552.45

[ much of the charity account has since been

allocated for distribution ].

- The Club voted to support Alexander Smith to
attend the World Transplant games in Australip
by giving him £250. More may be available Rocks Railway. Peter is
with Swimathon in MarchSee separate letter P 1 very active in the efforts
from Alexander in this newsletter on page 3. to restore the railway and

to open it up as a tourist attraction sometime in the future.

otarian Peter Davey of

the Bristol Severnside
Club visited the Club on
the 25" November and
gave a fascinating talk on
the history of the Clifton

he railway first opened in 1893. Most of us pass by the

Clifton Rocks Railway without even knowing it is there.
Constructed with great difficulty inside the cliffs of the
Avon Gorge in order to reduce its visual impact on the
picturesque surroundings, this funicular railway operated
for 40 years against diminishing trade. Its closure before
WWII did not mark the end of its useful life as it became a
secret transmission base for the BBC.

he tunnel is currently owned by the Avon Gorge Hotel.

Voluntary groups have been sifting through evidence
found in the tunnel and are looking to one day, restore the
tunnel for visitors to see.

Peter was thanked for his illustrated talk by Miles

Williams and Peter then drew the winning ticket for the
wine raffle ~ Louis Savory being the lucky recipient.

brian.knox-little @sky.com
Meetings held at Clarence House, High Street, Porti  shead

Tuesday 7.30pm for 7.45pm %

Make nreamsflte:‘al DINING OFFICER: Keith Gaubert 01275 845509 "
Website: www.portisheadrotaryclub.org.uk
Twin Club: Rotary Club of Forbach, France
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T he books being read are as follows: ¢

, ki
E’P Hula"a“ Bﬂﬂ Ies The Book Thief; The Return by Victoria Hislop; The Road Home by Rose’

Tremayne; Thinking of You by Jill Mansell and Driving Over Lemons
by Chris Stewart. .

Next meeting at_Audrey Scrutton’s in January [ postponed meeting from December]

CANNON BALLS !!! DID YOU KNOW THIS ?

It was necessary to keep a good supply of cannon balls near the cannon on old war ships. But how to prevent them from rolling about the
deck was the problem.

The best storage method devised was to stack them as a square based pyramid, with one ball on top, resting on four, resting on nine, which
rested on sixteen. Thus, a supply of 30 cannon balls could be stacked in a small area right next to the cannon.

There was only one problem -- how to prevent the bottom layer from sliding/rolling from under the others.
The solution was a metal plate with 16 round indentations, called, for reasons unknown, a Monkey.

But if this plate were made of iron, the iron balls would quickly rust to it. The solution to the rusting problem was to make them of brass -
hence, Brass Monkeys.

Few landlubbers realize that brass contracts much more and much faster than iron when chilled. Consequently, when the temperature
dropped too far, the brass indentations would shrink so much that the iron cannon balls would come right off the monkey.

Thus, it was quite literally, cold enough to freeze the balls off a brass monkey. And all this time, you thought that was just a vulg ar
expression, didn't you?
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7 January 2009 4 February 2009 4 March 2009

BKL Chris Pa. Brian O I
Chris C David O David B - -
Derek W JmC Dennis W #$ %
Jeff/Jacqui HB John D Keith G #& |
John S John O LenJ _
Norman W Keith T Shonaugh E
Richard F Peter S Mike D
Tony M Chris J Ph Miles W
Mollie Y Neville H
Lindsay S lan L

Transport organiser Miles Williams. Any
change or substitution please let Miles know.
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( [Alex’s letter has been published in full S
4 &£ " ( Rugby Facts: ¢
~ ) ' - New Year 2009 Bath top the league & ’
~ ( ).. * | Bristol prop it up! }
~ \ - Worcester supporter found in our midst ~ ’
lan!!!
2y ! O Ve
~ - The Yellow Card was first used in }
| international rugby at the Tri Nations
~ + contest in the southern hemisphere in 199 7.,
~ ' - Welsh rugby was in crisis in 1994 when sevensWelubs were ’
~ - raided by Inland Revenue on suspicion of makingestaded payments ,
to players. The clubs pointed out that as rughy stél amateur they
~ ' were hardly going to make declared payments! ’
)e Vg
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THE ROTARY CLUB OF PORTISHEAD
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SOMERSET HALL Portishead 7.30 PM
TICKETS: £8 Children nder 16 £4

Including Ploughman's Supper.

Available From: - Morgan-Westley 28-30 High StreePortishead,
John Scott Associated High Street Portishead
and tel 01275 843619 01275 842846, 01295340.

All Proceeds to Rotary Charities
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* June 21— 24" 2009 Rotary International Conventionis being held in Birmingham. Rotarians from all aver the

world will be coming to the UK for this annual prestgious event. Fancy going?

* The Possett for February and March will be comined into one as the editor will be in Australia fo a month!

The publication date for the combined Possett is #0January 2009. Apologies to regular readers!

brian.knox-little@sky.com
Meetings held at Clarence House, High Street, Porti  shead
Tuesday 7.30pm for 7.45pm
DINING OFFICER: Keith Gaubert 01275 845509

Website: www.portisheadrotaryclub.org.uk
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4 JANUARY 2009 73
4 6 Jan Speaker meeting Carol Jenkins ~ BRACE (Aleimers research) 3
Steward: Mike D Host: John D VOT: Shonaug E
& . . v
13 Jan Business Meeting
% Steward: Richard F ?
N 20 Jan Something Special Evening — New Year Quizening! Real quiz and questions not too hard!!!! v
% Steward: Keith G ?
an arn Dance ~ A star event in the Rotary CalendarMake sure you are there — tickets always se
& 24 ] Barn D A inthe R Calendar!Mak h ick I I o
& out fast!! v
)e Ve
27 Jan Members evening with speaker provided by RtMargaret Phillips ~ TBA
% Steward: Charly H Host: TBA VOT: Jeff H-B ?
)* Ve
2 FEBRUARY 2009 ﬁ
4, 3Feb GUESTS EVENING SPEAKER ~ Miles Williams Hvercraft in the Falklands 1970 v
Steward: LenJ Host: lan L VOT: Brian D
)e Ve
4 10 Feb YOUTH SPEAK ~ students from St Katherine’sComp School e
% Steward: Tony M  Host: Jim C VOT: Richard F ?
4 17 Feb BUSINESS MEETING p
Stewards: John O ?
)e
4 24 Feb Members Evening with speaker provided by RtChris May 3
% Steward: Chris P Host: Chris M VOT: PeterS ?
4
N MARCH 2009 ¥
N 3 March Speaker ~ Grant Millar, Portishead Film Sogety ’
% Steward: John S Host: David O VOT: Lindsg S ?
N 10 March BUSINESS MEETING v
% Steward : Derek W ?
N 17 March Something Special Evening A
% Steward: Miles W ?
N 24 March Members Evening with speaker provided by & Tony Mosely v
ﬂ Steward: Dennis W Host : Tony M VOT: David B ?
& 28 March SWIMATHON ~Parish Wharf ~ members needed ¢ help — put this date in your diary! ‘s
)e Vg
4 31 March Speaker ~ TBA ¢
% Steward: Jim C Host: Chris C VOT: Mike D ?
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