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brian.knox-little@sky.com �
Meetings held at Clarence House, High Street, Porti shead 

Tuesday 7.30pm for 7.45pm 
President:  Chris May ~   01275 845714 

Club Secretary: Mollie Young  ~   01275 372725 
DINING OFFICER:   Keith Gaubert   ~   01275 845509 

Website:  www.portisheadrotaryclub.org.uk 
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Thirty years of Rotary in Portishead were celebrated at a Charter Anniversary Dinner held 
at the Bristol Golf Club on Tuesday 6th October 2009.  Seventy Rotarians and guests 
enjoyed a superb evening with music, guest speakers and wonderful fellowship.  Past 
members of the Club joined present members in celebrating the last 30 years of Portishead 
Rotary.  President Chris May welcomed all the guests at the start of the evening, with 
Founder Member Rotarian Ted Steele saying grace before an enjoyable meal was had.  
Rotarian Brian Knox-Little acted as Master of Ceremonies and introduced the musical 
interlude of Hot Flush who were three ladies singing a variety of songs in lovely harmony 
(despite suffering from colds!). 
 

After the interval the more formal part of the evening began with Rotarian Robin Ogilvie 
reading the objects of Rotary, followed by a brief few words from the President, and then a 
response from District Governor Elect Rotarian Chris Fairhead.   Founder Member 
Rotarian Chris Parker entertained the assembled guests to a few stories from the last 30 
years of Portishead Rotary.  The evening was rounded off with the guest speaker, David 
Passmore, a sports reporter for BBC TV, talking about some of the funny and interesting 
things that have happened in his career as a reporter. President Chris concluded matters 
with thanks to our speakers and guests. 
 

The surprise highlight of the evening was the awarding of two Paul Harris fellowships to 
long standing members of the Club.  Rotarians John Delafaille and Derek Waters were lost 
for words when they were presented with their awards by the Assistant District Governor.  
The Rotary awards are given in recognition of outstanding work for the Club and the 
community.  A super evening and as one witty person said ‘we’ll meet again’ in thirty years 
to celebrate the Diamond Anniversary! 
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President Chris May 
and his partner 
Elizabeth with David 
Passmore. 

Rotarians John 
Delafaille and Derek 
Waters ~ Paul 
Harris Fellows, with  
the Dist Gov Elect. 
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         News from the Book group: 
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Genuine Classified Ads  
 

These classified ads were really put in the 
paper : 
 

FREE YORKSHIRE TERRIER.  
8 years old.  Hateful little b***ard.  Bites!  
 

FREE PUPPIES 
1/2 Cocker Spaniel, 1/2 sneaky neighbour's dog.  
 

FREE PUPPIES.  
Mother, a Kennel Club registered German Shepherd.  
Father, Super Dog.  Able to leap tall fences in a single 
bound.  
 

FOUND DIRTY WHITE DOG.  
Looks like a rat. Been out a while.  
Better be a big reward.  
 

COWS, CALVES: NEVER BRED.   
Also 1 gay bull for sale.  
 

JOINING NUDIST COLONY!   
Must sell washer and dryer £100.  
 

WEDDING DRESS FOR SALE .   
Worn once by mistake.  Call Stephanie.  
 
And the best one:   
FOR   SALE BY OWNER.   
Complete set of Encyclopedia Britannica, 45 volumes. 
 Excellent condition.  £200 or best offer.  No longer 
needed. Got married last month.  Wife knows b***y 
everything! 
  

                                                                    The Book group continue to read  avidly and are still reading!  
 
Next Meeting  – Tuesday 10 th November is at Margaret Oyns, Crestings, Lake Rd, 
Portishead,  at  7.30pm   
 
Books being read are:    

 
 Dissollution ~            The Virgin’ Lover ~       Dreams of My Father ~    The Almond Blossom 

C J Sansom  Phillipa Gregory  Barach OBama           Appreciation Society ~  
Chris Stewart 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�  NEW MEMBERS ALWAYS WELCOME 

   

WORLD'S EASIEST QUIZ 
(Passing requires 4 correct answers – no 
sneaking a look at the answers!!!) 
1) How long did the Hundred Years' War last? 
2) Which country makes Panama hats?  
3) From which animal do we get cat gut?  
4) In which month do Russians celebrate the October 
Revolution?  
5) What is a camel's hair paint brush made of?  
6) The Canary Islands in the Pacific are named after what 
animal?  
7) What was King George VI's first name?  

8) What colour is a purple finch?  
9) Where are Chinese gooseberries from?  
10) What is the colour of the black box in a commercial 
airplane? 
Remember, you need 4 correct answers to pass.  
Check your answers below.  
ANSWERS TO THE QUIZ 
1) How long did the Hundred Years War last?    116 years  
2) Which country makes Panama hats?      Ecuador  
3) From which animal do we get catgut?     Sheep and 
Horses  
4) In which month do Russians celebrate the October 
Revolution?     November  
5) What is a camel's hair brush made of?      Squirrel fur  
6) The Canary Islands in the Pacific are named after what 
animal?     Dogs  
7) What was King George VI's first name?     Albert  
8) What colour is a purple finch?      Crimson  
9) Where are Chinese gooseberries from?      New Zealand  
10) What is the colour of the black box in a commercial 
airplane?     Orange (of course)  
Did you manage 4 correct answers? Yes? Then you are 
too clever to be a Rotarian!            Item by Rtn Louis Savory 
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Sorry menus for the Nov, Dec and Jan  were not 
available at the time of printing. 
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The mystery Rotarian quiz in the October edition drew a number of correct replies.  The 
MYSTERY Rotarian who was born in Hinckley, who attended the local grammar school, 
went to Birmingham Uni, Salford Tech and Manchester Coll of Commerce, whose first job 
was at a dye works, and who enjoys holidays in Italy.  He bought his first house in Yorkshire 
and once shared a flat with Michael Frayn was of course John Delafaille  . 
 

T he first name drawn from the hat (or rather BKL’s pocket!) was Rotarian Peter Scrutton 
who won a packet of Halloween chocolates! 
����
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GORDANO SCHOOL, 

                 PORTISHEAD  
 

Tickets £10    ~  phone: 01275 393340  
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Each year a Collective Card is produced to save 
members’ expense in sending cards to all the other 
members in the Club. One card is produced with all 
members’ names on and distributed at the Christmas 
Party.  A donation of £5.00 is given by each member 
wishing to take part and the proceeds sent to Caring at 
Christmas, a Bristol Charity.  £175 was sent to Caring 
at Christmas from the 2008 card! 
 
List for this year’s card will be sent around the C lub 
towards the middle of November and will be 
circulated weekly until 15 Dec. Collective card wil l be 
distributed 18/12/09  at the Christmas Party. 
                

Don’t spend hours writing cards join in the  
Collective Card.  

 

So You Thought You Knew The Rules of 
The Road? 

 

Adrian Barrett was the guest speaker at the Club on 
the 13th October. He is an expert on the Highway Code 
having been an advanced driving instructor for many 
years. 

Most of us will have not seen a Highway Code for 
many years.  It costs just £2.50 and contains information 
that we should all keep up to date with.  Who has the 
right of way on roads?  Well the Highway Code states 
no one ever has the right  of way.   

The interesting talk stimulated a whole host of 
questions which clearly illustrated the frustrations most 
of us have as motorists! 
 

 

Club News and Information: 
 
From the Business Meeting of the 20th October 2009 
 

·  Rtn Neville Hawker distributed a list for members wishing to attend the Christmas Concert at St Georges, Brandon 
Hill on the 23rd Dec.  The Carnival band and Emerald Ensemble will be performing. 

·  Rtn Shonaugh E. asked members to support the filling of Water Survival Boxes on Sat 7 Nov at Midsomer Norton 
at 11am. 

·  The President regrettably informed the Club that Lindsay Smith and Mary O’Hara had resigned from the Club 
because of business and family commitments.  They will still be around helping at future events whenever they can. 

·  The Collection for the recent Tsunami disaster int eh Pacific raised over £1000.  A Shelterbox has already been 
ordered and two further boxes were to be purchased.  The Club fully supported this move. 

·  The Club Christmas Party is to be on Friday 18th December at Shirehampton Golf Club. 
·  There will be no meeting on Tuesday 23rd December. 
·  The President thanked all members of the Club for the support given at the recent Anniversary Dinner.  The total 

cost to the Club was just £100 for special guest’s meals.  The organising committee were particularly thanked. 
·  Amazingly the Senior Vice President had nothing to say at the meeting which some members thought was a 

record!!!!  
·  Patrick Mullan, the husband of the late Dawn Mullan has asked the Club for help in winding up Dawns Club.  He 

has planned a party for all the members of her Club to spend the monies left in the Club’s accounts.  Rotarians 
would be asked to help with transport and all members were very supportive of this. 

·  Rtn Derek Waters informed the Club of the forthcoming event at Pill memorial Hall on the 27th February when a 
local rock band will be performing. 

·  Rtn Norman Wright informed the Club that tickets for the forthcoming Abba Tribute Band Concert were selling 
well and that 200 had already been issued.  This meant that every ticket sold now is profit.  This promises to be a 
great evening. 

·  Vocational news – St Katherine’s School are interested in taking part in Youth Speak.  On the 30th November the 
Young Chef competition is being held with 5 entries from St Katherine’s School and 5 entries from Gordano 
School. All the primary schools have now been given a Rotary Dictionary.  Information on RYLA was distributed 
to the schools and a Rotakids Club is running at St Katherines. 

·  The Club will be taking part in the End Polio Campaign on the 23 rd February 2010. 
·  Rtn Brian Oxley informed the Club that the Running Club were very grateful for the support they had received 

from Rotary for the recent 10k multi terrain run.  As a result they donated £500 to the Club – this was very well 
received and all expressed their thanks. 

·  A team has been entered in the District Quiz on the 11th November at Keynsham. 
·  Skittles matches are coming up with matches on the 12th November and the 30th November already in the diary. 
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brian.knox-little@sky.com �
Meetings held at Clarence House, High Street, Porti shead 

Tuesday 7.30pm for 7.45pm 
President:  Chris May   ~    01275 845714 

Club Secretary: Mollie Young    ~   01275 372725 
DINING OFFICER:   Keith Gaubert   ~   01275 845509 

Website:  www.portisheadrotaryclub.org.uk 
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DATES FOR THE DIARY FOR THE NEW YEAR :   23 February End Polio Day ~ 27 February  Local Rock 
group at Pill Memorial Hall ~ 27  March  Swimathon 2010  ~  23 April a 40’s Evening not to be missed at Clarence House.   

 

NOVEMBER  
3 Nov  Members Evening(Derek Waters) ~ speaker Graham Hachett RAF Against the Mau Mau 
  Steward:  Jim C  Host:  Chris C  VOT:  Mike D 
 

7 Nov  Water Survival Box filling at Midsomer Norton 11am. Info from Shonaugh E. 
 

10 Nov  Business Meeting 
  Steward: Shonaugh E 
 

11 Nov  Rotary District Quiz at Keynsham   
 
12 Nov  Skittles Away at Fishponds and Downend (Winterbourne Community Centre) 
 

17 Nov  Something Special Evening ~ Music is the theme this month! 
  Steward:  Keith G 
 
21 Nov  Abba Tribute Band Concert – Gordano School   £10 tickets going fast contact Norman W / Shonaugh E 

 
24 Nov  Speaker:  Chris Waller – The Great War Poets 
  Steward:  Neville H    Host:  Charly H    VOT:  Trevor H 
 

30 Nov  Young Chef Competiton – St Katherines School and Gordano School 
 

30 Nov   Skittles – Home against Nailsea A at Anchor, Ham Green 
 

DECEMBER 
1 Dec  Members Evening ~ Speaker provided by Rtn John Orchard 
  Steward:  Tony M  Host:  Robin O  VOT:  John O 
 

8 Dec  Business Meeting 
  Steward:  Brian O 
 

15 Dec  Speaker:  TBA 
  Steward:    David O  Host: Chris P  VOT:  Peter S  
 
18 Dec  Club’s Christmas Party at Shirehampton Golf Club 
 

19 Dec   Co-op collection – collecting in aid of Rotary Charities outside the Co-op 
 

22 Dec  No meeting 
 

23 Dec  St Georges, Brandon Hill, Concert with the Carnival Band and Emerald Ensemble 
 
29 Dec  No meeting – Bank Holiday 

JANUARY 2010 
 
5 Jan  Speaker Evening TBA 
  Steward:  Derek W  Host:  Ted S VOT:   Keith T 
 

12 Jan  Business Meeting 
  Steward:  Miles W 
 

19 Jan  Something Special Evening 
  Steward:  Norman W       
 

26 Jan  Members Evening  ~ Speaker provided by Rtn Keith Gaubert 
  Steward:  David B  Host:   Keith G VOT:  Mollie Y 
 

30 Jan    Barn Dance – Somerset Hall  Don’t miss this annual event – always a success! 


